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Weather  is  hard  on  clothes.    For  example ...  one  homenaker  I  know  says  that 
her  little  boy  cones  in  practically  every  day  or  so  now  with  his  shoes  wet.  Need- 
less to  add... those  shoes  are  rapidly  wearing  out.    She  wants  to  know  the  test  way 
to  dry  then  so  they'll    last.    Another  honenaker  writes  that  the  snail  moth  hole  in 
her  flannel  dress  is  stretching  larger  and  larger.    "How  can  I  nend  it",  she  writes, 
"to  keep  the  nended  place  fron  showing?"    She  also  wants  to  know  if  she  can  safely 
wash  her  new  cashmere  sweater.    It's  gotten  sooty  just  since  Christmas. 

Well... let's  take  the  shoes  first.    We  all  know  that  little  boys... or  any 
other  members  of  the  family  for  that  matter ...  simply  can't  keep  their  feet  dry  if 
it's  been  raining  or  snowing  at  all.    But  now. . .when  the  validity  dates  for  shoe 
coupons  come  barely  in  time  to  save  the  family  feet  fron  exposure .. .it' s  nore  im- 
portant than  ever  that  we  make  our  footwear  last.    So  this  is  the  way  we  dry  our 
shoes... as  told  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  chemists  who've  been 
working  with  leather. 

As  soon  as  the  vet-footed  member  of  the .family  gets  well  inside  the  door... 
have  said  member  take  his  shoes  off  and  wash  them  with  tepid  water  or  wipe  them 
carefully  with  a  damp  rag  so  no  mud  or  grit  is  left  on  then. 

When  the  shoes  are  clean. . .they' re  in  need  of  a  bit  of  oiling.    Caster  oil 
is  best  for  street  shoes.    Any  other  oil  will  keep  the  3hoe  fron  taking  a  shine 
later  on.    For  heavier  or  work  shoes... you  con  use  neat's  foot  oil,  or  cod,  tallow 
or  wool  grease... or  mixtures  of  then.    One  point  about  that  castor  oil  on  your 

street  shoes.    Go  easy  with  it.    Take  a  piece  of  cheese  cloth  to  spread  the  oil  on 
...use  only  a  little  bit  and  rub  it  in  well.    Otherwise  you'll  have  trouble  shining 
the  shoes  even  if  you  did  use  castor  oil. 


How  the  shoes  are  clean  and  oiled  and... still  damp.    So  straighten  each  part 
of  then  and  stuff  with  crunpled  paper.    The  paper' 11  help  dry  then  faster  and  it'll 
hold  then  in  shape  too.    Then  put  the  shoes  in  a  warn,  dry  place  -  about  living - 
roon  temperature  and  leave  then  there  until  they're  thoroughly  dry. 

I  "burned  up  a  pair  of  shoes  once  "by  putting  then  on  top  of  the  heater  in  the 
hall.    Wet  leather  ""burns"  nuch  more  readily  than  dry  leather. .  .you  see... and  these 
were  "badly  scarred  "before  I  had  tine  to  turn  around.    So  do  "be  careful.    Tell  your 
family  to  keep  their  shoes  off  the  radiator .. .hot  stove... or  hot  pipes.  They're 
likely  to  be  ruined  "before  you  could  say  Jack  Kobinson. 

When  the  shoes  are  absolutely  dry,  a  good  polishing  is  in  order.  By  then... 
I  guess  Junior' 11  he  ready  to  wear  then  out  in  the  rain  and  wet  weather  again.  But 
at  least  you'll  know  you've  done  your  best  in  getting  the  shoes  properly  dried. 

And  now  let's  go  on  to  the  questions  about  wool.    As  for  the  hole  in  the 
flannel  dress,  you  bet  a  moth  hole... or  any  snail  hole... is  going  to  get  larger 
unless  you  nend  it  right  away.    The  clothing  specialists  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  give  us  directions  for  nending  wool  in  a  little  folder 
called  Take  Care  of  the  Wool  You  Have .    I'll  tell  you  hew  to  get  a  copy  of  the 
folder  in  a  moment. 

But  here  are  the  directions  they  give  on  mending.    You'll  probably  want  to 
darn  a  snail  hole.    The  best  darning  yarns  are  those  you  ravel  from  a  scrap  of  the 
material  you've  saved... or  from  the  seans  or  hens  of  the  garnent.    But  in  case  you 
can't  ravel  the  seams  or  hens  and  don't  have  any  scraps  of  the  material ...  choose" a 
dull  thread ...  just  a  shade  darker  than  the  material.    It'll  work  up  lighter  than  it 
looks  on  the  spool.    Use  a  fine  needle  and  short  thread.     If  the  thread's  too  long 
...it'll  probably  stretch  and  pull  the  hole  as  it's  worked  back  and  forth.    For  the 
sake  of  your  eyes... work  under  a  good  light.    Tiny  stiches  are  a  must  for  an  in- 
visible darn.    Work  for  flatness.     If  the  threads  are  pulled  too  tight... the 
darn' 11  pucker  and  if  they're  too  loose .. .it' 11  puff.    The  clothing  specialists 
suggest  that  the  darn  be  made  from  the  right  side... so  you  can  see  the  effect. 
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»  a    JftLen  it's  finished. .  .steam,  press  it  from  the  wrong  side  and  brush  it  lightly 
on  the  right  side.    Then  you'll  have  one  hole  mended  so  it  won't  be  noticed  at  all 
in  your  dress. 

As  for  washing  that  cashmere  sweater... it  can  be  done  at  home.    But  unless 
you  take  care,  you  won't  like  the  results.    Step  one  in  washing  any  knitted  wool 
garment  is  to  lay  it  on  a  piece  of  paper  and  draw  its  outline.    Then  you'll  have 
something  to  go  by  when  you  block  it.    Of  course... if  you  have  a  sweater  stretcher 
you  don't  have  to  bother. 

Step  two  is  making  sure  the  water  is  soft  and  that  it's  lukewarm.    If  the 
water  in  your  neighborhood  is  hard... it  can  be  softened  with  a  light  borax  or 
ammonia  solution.    Be  careful  not  to  make  the  solution  strong.    Dissolve  a  mild 
soap  in  the  water  and  whip  it  up  to  generous  ;suds  before,  the  siireat.cr  goes  in. 

Step  three  is  the  actual  washing.    And  work  quickly  at  it.    Don't  let  wool 
soak... ever.    Squeeze  the  suds  through  the  sweater  making  sure  there's  not  a  rub 
in  a  tubful.    By  the  way. . .you  want  to  use  lots  of  water. . .much  more  than  you  use 
for  other  materials.    Rinse  the  sweater  2  or  3  times  in  clear  lukewarm  water. 
Again. , .squeeze  the  water  out.    Don't  wring  or  twist  it. 

The  last  step  is  the  drying.    Do  it  in  a  warm  but  not  hot  place.    Pull  and 
pat  the  sweater  to  fit  the  outline  you  drew  and  pin  it  in  place . 

If  you  follow  these  four  steps... you  should  come  out  with  a  clean. . .fluffy 
soft  sweater.    But  in  case  you'd  like  a  copy  of  the  little  folder.    Take  Care  of 
the  Wool  You  Have,  say  so  in  a  card  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington  25,  D.  C.    It'll  be  sent  to  you  free.    I'll  repeat  that  name.  It's 
Take  Care  of  the  Wool  You  Have.    The  place  to  get  it. . .the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture .. .Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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